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New West Sidewalk 

Thank you to June Edwards for the gift of a new sidewalk on the west side of the church. 

We had more trees go down at the church in 

July. Huge thanks to those who helped cut and 

remove the trees & brush: Peder Anderson, 

George Bassingthwaite, Mike Beeson, Dave 

Burrer, Tom McGovern, Dianne Millar, Colten & 

Draven Schillinger. 

Evergreen has officially opened for in-person Worship 

on Sunday mornings at 10 am. We recommend that 

all persons wear masks and maintain social 

distancing. Hand sanitizing stations are available. For 

anyone who chooses not to attend in person, services 

will continue to be available via Facebook and 

YouTube. 
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Evergreen UMC 

1120 Evergreen Ct. 

Wahpeton, ND  58075 

(701) 642-6202 
 

Pastor: 

Mary Ann Bernard 
 

Administrative Assistant: 

Julie McGovern 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 

8 am - 3 pm 

Friday 

8 am - Noon 
 

Sundays:  

10 am, Worship 
 

Email: 

pastor@evergreenumc.com 
or 

office@evergreenumc.com 
 

Website: 

www.evergreenumc.com 
 

Facebook: 

Wahpeton Evergreen UMC 

Sunday  

& 

Wednesday 

School  

Update 

By Becky Dockter 

The Christian Education Committee will be 
meeting to decide what our Sunday and 
Wednesday School programs will look like as 
we head into the fall.  In the past we have 
followed some of the same policies as the 
schools, and this is still being determined at 
this time. We hope to find ways for our 
children, youth, and adults to connect with 
God and each other. 

 
Electronic Giving is a 

convenient, consistent 
way to help our church 

year round. 
 

Evergreen UMC has an electronic 

option for making regular offerings. 

Contributions can be debited 

automatically from your checking or 

savings account. This program offers 

convenience for you and much needed 

donation consistency for our congregation.  

Authorization forms are available from the 

church office.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our sympathy to Cliff Draeger & family on 

the recent death of his sister, Ardella 

Syverson. 
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July General Fund Offering: $18,477.50 

Monthly Need: $20,373.00 

 

To accompany our shift to include online 
worship, we have also updated our giving 
options, you can now give online through our website 
(www.evergreenumc.com/#give) or through the mail (use the 
enclosed envelope). 

  UMW News  
    By Kay Nelson 

It’s August!  Hope you are finding ways to enjoy the lazy, hazy days of summer in the midst of our 
pandemic!  Our church has opened!  Our first step!  Our UMW will be having their district meeting 
September 19 here at Evergreen UMC.  Hope you can attend.  Bring your mask since we will be practicing 
social distancing.  As yet our circles have not decided to meet.  Keep posted for future happenings. 
 
The bazaar scheduled for October has been canceled.  We encourage all of you to continue making your 
items for the bazaar and hold them for next year.  We also would like you to consider supporting our UMW 
so that we can continue to support missions. Think of it as you did the bakeless bake sale.  Please send 
your checks to Dianne Millar at 18051 79 ½ St. SE., Wahpeton, ND 58075. 

  1 - Ed Olson 
  1 - Roger/Nancy Richels* 
  4 - Kristie Boyer 
  4 - Duane/Jolynn Werner* 
  7 - Mary Ann Harff 
  7 - John Poppen  
  7 - Elliott Olson 
  8 - RayAnna Jorgenson 
10 - Tyrel Rau 
12 - Marlyn/Joan Fredericksen* 
13 - Mark Stevens 
13 - Lisa Jaixen 
13 - Sophie Lutgen 
14 - Grace Ehlers 
16 - Irina Astvatsaturova 
16 - Tom Stone 
17 - Morgan Burrer 
17 - Rachel Olson 
17 - Kay Nelson 
17 - Susan/Michael Rittenour* 
17 - Matt/Becky Dockter* 
18 - Jack Nagel 

18 - Mike Nagel 
18 - Cicely/Justin Biel* 
19 - Ryan Smith 
19 - Jodi Sand 
20 - Austin Maddock 
20 - Tony Baier 
21 - Rick Krueger 
21 - Roger & Kay Nelson* 
23 - Daryl Johnson 
24 - Velora Hensley 
25 - Alan Dahlman 
28 - Randy/Trudi Smith*  
29 - John Maddock 
29 - Michael Poppen 
29 - Draven Schillinger 
30 - Harper Meyer 
  

  

 

 

Evergreen Celebrates August 
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
*Denotes anniversaries 

Prayer Concerns at 

Evergreen 

In our monthly newsletter we are 

listing persons in need of ongoing 

prayer.  Please contact the office to 

have names added and/or removed 

from our prayer concerns list.  

 Please  pray for:  

Jim Stone, Leland Levery, Norik 

Astvatsaturov, Don Moffet, Matt 

Dockter, Gene Plummer, Bob 

Spenst, Phyllis Schmidt, Renee 

Rohman, Harriet Fleenor, Linda 

McDougall, Merle Rubish, Marlys 

Phillips,  Alta Lehmann, Kermith 

Krueger, Fay Woy, Donna Stone, 

Cheryl Holding Eagle, Bernice Oliver,  

Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria Plummer, 

David Gripentrog, Randy Rittenour 

(Richardson’s son-in-law), Paula 

Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister), Duren 

Moffet (Don’s brother),  Shelly 

Muerer (Rich/Margaret Johnson’s 

niece), Paul Frazier (Pam Nagel’s 

brother-in-law) 

http://www.evergreenumc.com/#/welcome/give
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Evergreen UMC Guidelines for In-Person Worship 

 

Evergreen has re-opened our building and is gathering for in-person worship again, our Administrative Council has 

put together these guidelines and recommendations for keeping everyone safe and healthy. 

 + For anyone who chooses not to attend in person, services will be available online (FB and YouTube). 

 + If you feel sick in any manner, please stay home for the safety of others. 

 + We recommend that all persons (over age 2) wear a mask/facial covering not only to prevent transmission 

from others, but also to others. If you do not have one, there will be some available at church. 

 + All nonfamily members shall maintain 6’ distancing. This applies inside and outside the church building as 

well as in the pews. 

 + To maintain distancing in our pews, we will only sit in every 3rd pew; others will be roped off. This allows us 

to use 14 pews total, with approximate seating capacity of 56. We are hoping to have overflow in the fellowship hall 

to allow for more persons to worship with us as needed. 

 + Hand sanitizer stations will be available; it is encouraged it be used generously! 

 + Our small groups and Bible Studies will not be meeting at this time; these extra spaces (classrooms, kitch-

en, library, etc.) will be inaccessible on Sunday mornings. 

 + The Wiggle Room will not be open. Children should sit with their families before and during worship. 

 + Doors to the sanctuary (and to the building, when feasible) will be propped open to eliminate need to 

touch handles. 

 + We will have no fellowship hour prior to worship beginning. There will be no food or beverages offered. 

 + Offerings can be placed in the plates at each of the doors to/from the sanctuary. 

 

Changes to Worship 

 + All pew Bibles and hymnals have been removed; we will rely on screens 

 + There will be no bulletins handed out 

 + We will have no greeters at the doors. Ushers can stand by building doors when not propped open so only 

one person has to touch the door handles. 

 + We will begin utilizing the lectern and pulpit during worship; the scripture reader will utilize the lectern, and 

Pastor will use the pulpit 

 + We will still share in spoken word together, such as the Lord’s Prayer – but it is asked that persons only 

partake if wearing a mask/face covering. 

 + There will be no congregational singing at this time (We may still have pre-recorded or special music, but 

will not have communal singing) 

 + When we do offer Holy Communion again, we will utilize pre-packaged communion cups (sealed juice and 

wafer individually wrapped). These would be made available upon entry to the sanctuary to prevent people needing 

to move during worship. We will not utilize the altar rail for kneeling/praying at this time. 

 + Ushers will not be asked to remove walkers, as they may sit in the aisle or in front of pews. 

 + Children will not come forward for the Time for Young Disciples 



August, 2020 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

  

  

 

     1 

2 

10 am, Worship 

3 

ONLINE VBS 

 

4 

ONLINE VBS 

5 

ONLINE VBS 

6 

ONLINE VBS 

7 8 

9 

10 am, Worship  

10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 

10 am, Worship 

17 

 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 

 

23 

10 am, Worship  

 

24 24 26 

 

27 28 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLE 

DEADLINE 

29 

 

30 

10 am, Worship 

31 

7 pm, Staff 

Parish Meeting 

Sept 1 Sept 2 

 

Sept. 3 Sept. 4 Sept. 5 
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UMW Reading Program books need to be 
reported to Lois Berndt, Program Resources. 

Due to Covid some of our committees have not been meeting on their scheduled 

dates/times, please watch your email for upcoming meeting dates. 



Page 6                       Evergreen United Methodist Church           August, 2020 

There are five things that you cannot recover in life:  
 
(1) The Stone................ after it's thrown, 
(2) The Word................ after it's said,  
(3) The Occasion............ after it's missed,  
(4) The Time................ after it's gone, 
(5) A person................. after they die. 

Update from the Administration Council 
 

Greetings, one and all. The administrative council met remotely and worship committee met in 

person, with masks and social distancing, in the last couple of weeks. We are doing what we can to 

keep up with the current pandemic situation, which is changing all the time. Many thanks go to lay 

leader Tiana Bohn, with help from Justin Bohn and Wayne Millar, in setting up our livestreaming 

camera. It was a project of many hours and we are grateful to them for getting this new technology 

operational. 

 

We’re also so thankful for Julie McGovern as she has adapted to and led us in so many new 

situations at the church office. We appreciate you, Julie! 

 

Welcome to Pastor Mary Ann, as well. It has been a joy to meet and begin to know you and we pray 

for you and the congregation in a transitional period for all of us. 

 

Until it’s determined that it’s safe, there won’t be congregational singing or groups such as choir or 

praise team during worship services. (Yes, we hope to relaunch praise team! Yay!) This isn’t easy for 

any of us, but we look forward to the day when we can get back to more normal musical praise at 

church. The music ministry group is talking about many options. 

 

Wednesday School will resume when it is advisable to do so. The education committee is working to 

make a plan and you will know what is decided.  

 

Please contact me if you have questions or ideas for us to consider. We’ve been brainstorming and 

trying to plan wisely, appealing to God to lead us and using public health and government regulations 

as some of our guides. We want to know what will help you in your walk with God and how we can 

facilitate that. 

 

Praying for God’s richest blessings on you, my church family, and thanks for all who have contributed 

to keeping Evergreen strong. 

 

Sandy Olson, ad council chair 

 



 

Fear. It's just a part of our lives. We are managing, we are brave people, but there is a virus we 
can't see, and it's out there and we don't know where. And sometimes it doesn't do much to a 
body, but sometimes people get really sick. Sometimes people die. We don't understand very 
much why or how or who. We do know masks help, and keeping distance helps, and washing 
hands helps. But, yes, we all have reason for some fear. 

 

When I've lived away from ND, I was often in places that didn't have much tornado threat, and 
people were terrified at a simple tornado watch. Here, we know what to do, we know the risk, we 
clearly respect the destructive power of a tornado, but I would call our reactions more measured 
than other places where they don't face tornado threats as often. Here, fear is in it's place. 

 

In a book called “When Things Fall Apart: Heart Advice for Difficult Times” author Pema Chodron 
writes: “ When I was first married, my husband said I was one of the bravest people he knew. 
When I asked him why, he said because I was a complete coward but went ahead and did things 
anyhow.” Yes. That's courage. It's a good response to fearful times. How we manage fear impacts 
our lives. 

 

Through out the Bible, Angels are saying “Fear Not”. Start to notice, and you'll see Angels say it all 

the time!! Either they are scary looking , or they show up in times when people are afraid. 
Telling someone to stop feeling afraid seems futile, unless you can really fix the problem they are 
facing. Not being afraid of a tornado is crazy. But when you are prepared and have a plan and 
know there is help around, well, the fear isn't the kind of thing that can ruin your evening if there's 
just a watch. The angels of experience have taught us how to carry that fear, how to respect 
nature, and not cower unduly. 

 

I knew a woman named Betty Ray. She was a life long United Methodist, a feisty and fun loving 
woman. I knew her as Macular Degeneration was stealing away her sight faster than anyone could 
believe. She still walked around in the apartment building where she lived, following the maze of 
hallways, finding her way. She was positive and happy. I was talking to a small group of people 
about some object I had, and she wanted to see it, with her fingers, and I brought it to her, knelt in 
front of her, and showed her what I was talking about. She was so strong. I think I would curl up 
with fear if I lost my sight, but she didn't. She kept her bold self going. Her fear was managed by 
facing the truth of her ebbing sight, and adapting, a great response to fear. 

 

We are learning to face and live with the virus that is here. We are learning to respond and respect 
it. We are all different in how much fear we have, and how we are facing and figuring out how to 
live in a world with this threat. We walk together. Not in the same way, sometimes, but together. 
As our church family moves forward, it is with the hope that our fears are keeping us smart. We 
are responding to the threats of infection, and we are prepared and doing what we know to keep 
each other safe from risk. Our fear can be managed, so it doesn't paralyze us. Betty shows us we 
can. We have managed fears before. We know how. Remembering to respect our differences, we 
are learning together how to be the church in this world that includes Corona Virus.  

 

Pastor Mary Ann Bernard 

http://www.evergreenumc.com    Evergreen United Methodist Church                 Page 7 

Pastoral Letter 
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Jeannie Nagel 

will be turning 

90 years old on 

September 11.  

Please help us 

celebrate with 

her by sending a 

birthday card to 

her at: 

 

5310 12th St. S. 

Apt. 206 

Fargo, ND  58105 


